Driving Agreement
General Principles
____   My parents have bought this car for my use because they love and trust me.  They will never be able to live with themselves if any harm befalls me or anyone else when I am driving this car.  

____   I understand that: 

· Auto accidents are the No. 1 cause of death of people 16-20 years old.
· I am more likely to die in an auto accident than from any other cause.
· A mistake I make while driving could kill or hurt me, kill or hurt my passengers, or kill or hurt people in other cars and pedestrians.  
____   I recognize that driving is a privilege, not a right.  I will do everything I can to be safe, and to confirm that my judgment can be trusted.  
My Part of this Agreement

____   I will follow all laws regulating driving, and always drive within the speed limit.  
____   I will not drive under the influence of alcohol or any drug, or ride with anyone who is under the influence of alcohol or any drug.  If I find myself in a position where it is unsafe for me to drive or ride with someone, I will call my parents and they will come and get me.  They will appreciate my being responsible, and ask a minimum of questions.

____   I will talk to my parents about any medications I take to make sure that these medications will not interfere with my driving ability.
_____    I will not drive when I am upset or angry.  If I am too upset or angry to drive safely, I will contact my parents for transportation and they will respect my privacy regarding personal matters.
____   I will make sure all passengers wear seatbelts, and that passengers do not behave in a way that risks damaging the car or distracting me while driving.
____   I will not do things while driving that distract me from the road (like talking on the phone, texting, eating, fiddling with the stereo, reaching for things).  

____   I will provide transportation to or run errands for family members as needed, with grace, as a condition of my use of a car, even if it not convenient.    

____   I will not allow anyone to bring alcohol or illegal drugs into the car.
____   I will not use the car for any prank, game, race or any kind of stunt.  

____   I will not permit anyone to drive the car unless my parents have agreed.  

____   My parents will pay the insurance on the car as long as I am in school.  If I am not going to school, I will pay for the insurance.  

____

​It is my responsibility to protect the car.  I will keep it reasonably clean, and I will be responsible for gassing the car up, paying for gas, and arranging and paying for routine maintenance of the car.

____   My parents will pay for non-routine maintenance and repairs, as long as I have not done anything irresponsible to occasion the need for those repairs.  

If I Screw Up
____   If I get a speeding ticket, I will pay all fines and fees for the ticket, and will lose my privilege to drive for a week for every mile over the posted speed limit.  If I get any other kind of traffic ticket I will pay all fines and fees for the ticket, and will lose my privilege to drive for an amount of time to be determined by my parents.  

____   If I get any ticket that results in an increase in the insurance premium, I will pay the increase.  If I get any parking tickets, I will pay them.  

____   If I cause an accident and damage my or someone else’s car, I will pay to repair anything not covered by insurance and will pay any insurance increase caused by my accident.  

____
The following violations of this contract will forfeit my right to drive for a year:  

· Driving under the influence

· Driving when my privileges have been suspended (by law or by my parents)

____   If I am not responsible about other things in my life (including schoolwork, employment, household duties, being respectful of others) I can forfeit my right to drive and my parents can ask for the keys.  

____   If my parents demand my keys (for whatever reason), I will give them up immediately and with no argument.  I may ask to meet with my parent(s) no sooner than 24 hours later to talk about it.  If I refuse to immediately surrender keys, the car will be immobilized.  Once I have given up the keys, at least two weeks will pass (at my parents’ discretion), before I can drive again. 
I agree to abide by the rules in this contract and I accept the consequences and penalties if I do not.  I recognize my parents' authority in deciding if I may drive.  That authority is final until I am an adult living independent of my parents. 
DRIVER_________________________________    _____________ (date)
PARENT(s)/Guardian(s) ___________________    _____________  (date) 
